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Today, Branson entertains millions of visi-
tors who embrace the city’s heritage, harmony
and hospitality. | am proud to have the city
and the community of Branson in my district
and | congratulate them on the past 100 years
and | look forward to 100 more.

HONORING RIPLEY BLACKWELL
HEAD START CENTER

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 29, 2012

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor the Ripley Blackwell
Head Start Center, Inc. The center was
named in honor of two civil rights pioneers,
Mrs. Minnie Ripley, and Mrs. Unita Blackwell,
the first African-American elected as the
Mayor of Mayersville, Mississippi, in 1976. The
center was originally known as the Friends of
Children of Mississippi, until 1980 when they
adopted the name of Ripley Blackwell Head
Start Center. The center serves both Sharkey
and Issaquena counties in the Mississippi
Delta. The center's mission is to educate the
children of Sharkey & Issaquena counties as
well as serving their families.

The Ripley Blackwell Head Start became a
valuable part of the community by addressing
the barriers that hindered growth and develop-
ment, and the nurturing of a community bond.
The area director, Mr. Roger Robinson, was
instrumental in convincing the school board to
purchase an old high school for the growth
and expansion and all the amenities needed
to accommodate the center.

In the beginning the center served 180 chil-
dren and their families with nine units. Cur-
rently, Ripley Blackwell Head Start serves 111
children and their families with six units. They
have successfully transitioned over 5,558 chil-
dren into the public schools of Sharkey and
Issaquena counties.

For over 30 years the Ripley Blackwell
Head Start Center has prepared children to
enter kindergarten confidently with the social,
physical, emotional, and cognitive skills and
competencies necessary for continued school
success. Mr. Speaker, | ask our colleagues to
join in recognizing the Ripley Blackwell Head
Start Center, Inc. for their commitment to edu-
cating the community.

——————

TRIBUTE TO MARK HENRY
FARLINGER

HON. TOM LATHAM

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 29, 2012

Mr. LATHAM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize and congratulate Mark Farlinger of
Cresco for achieving the rank of Eagle Scout.

The Eagle Scout rank is the highest ad-
vancement rank in scouting. Only about five
percent of Boy Scouts earn the Eagle Scout
Award. The award is a performance-based
achievement with high standards that have
been well-maintained over the years.

To earn the Eagle Scout rank, a Boy Scout
is obligated to pass specific tests that are or-
ganized by requirements and merit badges, as

well as completing an Eagle Project to benefit
the community. Mark’s project was to con-
struct a kiosk and a welcome sign to assist
the visitors of Vernon Springs Park in Howard
County. The work ethic Mark has shown in
this project, and every other project leading up
to his Eagle Scout rank, speaks volumes of
his commitment to serving a cause greater
than himself and assisting his community.

Mr. Speaker, the example set by this young
man and his supportive family demonstrates
the rewards of hard work, dedication and per-
severance. | am honored to represent Mark
and his family in the United States Congress.
I know that all of my colleagues in the House
will join me in congratulating him in obtaining
the Eagle Scout ranking, and will wish him
continued success in his future education and
career.

————

IN HONOR OF CHIEF STEPHEN
WHITE

HON. MICHAEL G. FITZPATRICK

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 29, 2012

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
in honor of Doylestown Township’s Chief of
Police, Mr. Stephen White, who on March 2nd
2012 retired after a 40-year career in law en-
forcement. For Chief White, public service
runs in the family. Steve’s grandfather was a
prominent Philadelphia police officer for a
number of years, which truly inspired him to
pursue a career path in law enforcement. After
earning a bachelor’s degree in international re-
lations from St. Joseph’s University, White
started his career by working for the Capitol
Police in the Nation’s Capital.

On February 16th 1974, Steve White settled
in Bucks County and began what would be a
distinguished career, first working as a patrol-
man for Doylestown Township. He quickly
moved up in the ranks and was promoted to
Sergeant the following year. After three years
of hard work and dedication to the force, he
became a lieutenant, and on January 12th
1988 Steve was promoted to Chief of Police,
where he remained until this year. As Chief,
he served as the Township’s Emergency Man-
agement Coordinator, flawlessly supervising a
staff of 21 officers and 3 civilians with a budg-
et of just over $3 million.

Over the course of his career, Chief White
has received numerous honors and awards.
He was inducted into the International Police
Association’s Hall of Fame in 1999, and was
named an extraordinary Member in August
2007 by the FBI National Academy Associ-
ates. Previously, he served as President of the
Pennsylvania Chiefs of Police Association.

Chief White has devoted his life to making
his community a safer and better place to live.
| am honored to speak on his behalf today,
and | am proud to be his representative in
Congress. | wish Steve many years of contin-
ued success.

E501

COMMEMORATING THE INDUCTION
OF PHILIP P. SMITH INTO NOVA
SOUTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY’S
2012 ENTREPRENEUR HALL OF
FAME

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 29, 2012

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to recognize an exceptional entre-
preneur and my dear friend, Philip P. Smith.
As the president and chief executive officer of
Phil Smith Management, Inc., he is better
known as the founder of Phil Smith Chevrolet,
a successful General Motors (GM) dealership
in my Congressional district that serves the
greater South Florida area from Palm Beach
to Broward and Miami-Dade Counties. On
April 18, 2012, Phil will be inducted into the
2012 Entrepreneur Hall of Fame at the H.
Wayne Huizenga School of Business and En-
trepreneurship at Nova Southeastern Univer-
sity (NSU) for his longstanding business lead-
ership and community involvement.

The NSU Entrepreneur Hall of Fame was
established in 1990 to honor the lifetime
achievements of outstanding entrepreneurs
who contributed not only to the growth of a
phenomenal entrepreneurial business, but
have also demonstrated a willingness to con-
tribute time, effort, and financial resources to
programs and activities that enhance the qual-
ity of life in the communities in which they live.
For more than 30 years, Phil has been serving
the South Florida community as a business
leader and philanthropist. His first equity ven-
ture was in a Toyota dealership in Homestead,
Florida in 1980. With a direct hands-on sales
and management approach, Phil has since
built his organization from the ground up and
now operates 14 auto dealerships throughout
Florida, Georgia, and North Carolina.

Phil is responsible for the overall operations
of Phil Smith Management, Inc., including
working with the equity partners at all loca-
tions and orchestrating its acquisitions and
growth strategies. Thanks to entrepreneurs
like him, GM has again become the world’s
top-selling automaker. Phil Smith Chevrolet
has consistently ranked as one of the top
dealerships in Broward County in a variety of
GM categories, including customer satisfac-
tion, service, and vehicle fleet and GM parts
sales. Furthermore, in recent years, Phil Smith
Chevrolet has proven to be a true economic
linchpin to distressed areas in Broward Coun-
ty. Phil takes great pride in the fact that most
of his 104 employees have worked for the
dealership for many years and live in and
have strong relationships with the surrounding
community.

The Phil Smith Automotive Group has re-
ceived numerous awards, including the J.D.
Powers Quality Dealer Award, Toyota Presi-
dent's Award, Ford Chairman’s Award, and
Acura Dealership of Distinction recognition.
Phil is also past chairman of the Southeast
Toyota Dealer Council, a past member of the
National Toyota Dealer Council, past president
of the South Florida Auto-Truck Dealers Asso-
ciation, and a past director of the Florida Auto-
mobile Dealers Association.

Raised in South Florida, Phil is well-known
for his civic and charitable involvement. He is
actively involved with the Cystic Fibrosis Foun-
dation, Humane Society of Broward County,
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